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Dear Friends, Dear Colleagues, 
 
The European Cervical Cancer Prevention Week was launched to raise awareness of the fact that 
almost every case of cervical cancer can nowadays be prevented, to encourage women to take 
advantage of cervical cancer prevention services where they are in place and to encourage 
politicians and public health officials to implement these services where they do not already exist. 
 
Cervical cancer is unique in that we already know exactly what we have to do to prevent almost 
every case. It has been clearly established that population-based, organised cervical cancer 
screening programmes can prevent up to 80% of cases. In addition, we now have two highly 
effective vaccines that can prevent infection with two of the most common carcinogenic types of 
the Human papillomavirus and that could substantially reduce cervical cancer rates if deployed in 
population-based programmes that provide equitable coverage of the target population. As such, 
the resolution of cervical cancer in Europe is not a matter of further scientific research but rather 
the implementation of these public health programmes that we know will work. 
 
At this time, good progress is being made with the implementation of population-based cervical 
screening and HPV vaccination programmes, although they still cover less than 50% of the eligible 
European populations with the result being a wide disparity in cervical cancer rates. As can be 
seen in figure 1, there is a 5 to 6-fold difference in cervical cancer rates between countries at the 
low end of the scale and those at the high end1 with the higher rates found in the countries without 
effective prevention programmes. 
 

 
Figure 1: Age standardised cervical cancer incidence and mortality rates across Europe (Globocan 2002) 

 
Further, cervical cancer rates are known to be far higher in lower socially disadvantaged groups 
and minorities.2 This is caused largely by disparities in access to or uptake of cervical cancer 
prevention measures3 but regardless of the cause, population-based and organised programmes 
are known to provide the most equitable coverage of the target population, including 
disadvantaged groups. Therefore, all European countries must be encouraged to implement these 

                                                           
1  Globocan 2002 
2  Ethn Dis. 1998 Winter; 8(1):43-51.The impact of social class on the use of cancer screening within three racial/ethnic 

groups in the United States. Hoffman-Goetz L, Breen NL, Meissner H. 
3  Seema Parikh et al. Meta-Analysis of social inequality and the risk of cervical cancer 2003, Int J Cancer 105; 687 
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programmes as a priority. Every day of delay means that more women will needlessly die; it is that 
simple. 
 
The European Cervical Cancer Prevention Week provides an opportunity for people across Europe 
to share their enthusiasm, expertise and resources to motivate the implementation and uptake of 
these programmes. This report will provide you with a very brief summary of the events that were 
undertaken across Europe. As you will see, the Cervical Cancer Prevention Week continues to 
grow with more people, more events and more countries being involved. In addition, we again have 
seen an increase in the number of politicians that were involved which is a clear indication of the 
increasing priority of cervical cancer prevention among European governments.  
 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to all the members of the ECCA and all the 
participating organisations that made the Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2010 another great 
success. Your work will undoubtedly have a direct impact on reducing cervical cancer rates and 
this is something we should all be rightfully proud of. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ms Sandra Elisabeth Roelofs Dr Philip Davies 
President of the ECCA Director General  the ECCA 
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The 4th Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 24 - 30 January 2010 

The ECCA has again joined forces with the International Union Against Cancer (UICC), the 
European CanCer Organisation (ECCO), the Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL) as 
well as our institutional and individual members across Europe to hold the 4th European Cervical 
Cancer Prevention Week from 24 to 30 January, 2010.  

Cervical cancer is unique in that we already know exactly what we have to do to prevent almost 
every case as it has been clearly established that effective screening and vaccination programmes 
could virtually eliminate this disease in Europe. However, while we know exactly what we have to 
do, the majority of European countries in Europe still have not implemented these programmes. 
This is not acceptable; we have the tools to STOP Cervical Cancer and they need to be made 
available to the women of Europe without further delay. 

It is now Time to Move On 

¶ To implement organised cervical cancer screening programmes  
¶ To implement cervical cancer vaccination programmes  
¶ To implement public education programmes to ensure people access these programmes 

Objectives of the Prevention Week 

The primary objective of the Cervical Cancer Prevention Week is to raise awareness of cervical 
cancer and how it can be prevented through population-based cervical cancer screening and HPV 
vaccination programmes. The primary target audiences for the Prevention Week are: 

¶ Women in the general public who must be encouraged to take advantage of prevention 
methods where they are available and to advocate for their implementation where they are 
not available 

¶ Health professionals who are the key partners in prevention of cervical cancer and who 
must convey accurate and up-to-date information about cervical cancer prevention to the 
women of Europe 

¶ Politicians and public health officials who must support cervical cancer prevention programs 
where they are in place and who must implement these programs where they do not exist. 

The Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2010 involved numerous people, organisations and 
governments from across Europe with over 500 different actions being run in 26 different countries 
that are now summarized in this report. 

 

The 4th European Cervical Cancer Summit Meeting 

The European Cervical Cancer Summit Meeting is held to provide politicians and public health 

officials from across Europe with a comprehensive, unbiased and up-to-date summary of the latest 

information relating to both cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination. This year, the meeting 

attracted 156 people including Ministers of Health, Secretaries of State, Chairs and Deputy Chairs 

of Parliamentary Health Committees, together with a wide range of other political leaders and 

public health officials from 32 different countries. The large number of senior politicians and 

officials clearly demonstrates the increasing priority that cervical cancer prevention is now being 

given by the governments of Europe.  
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Dr Ana Jorge Minister of Health, 

Portugal 

Dr Anand Grover UN Special 

Rapporteur for the Right to Health 

Mr George Tsereteli, Vice Chair of the 

Parliament of the Republic of Georgia 

Prof Marek Spaczynski, Chief 

Executive of the Coordinating Centre 

for the Population-Based Cervical 

Cancer Screening Program 

Prof Sergio Pecorelli, Chair of the 

Department of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology at the University of 

Bresica 

Ms  Sandra Elisabeth Roelofs, First 

Lady of Georgia and Chair of the 

National Reproductive Health Council 

of Georgia 

 

Prof David Salisbury, Director of 

Immunization for the Department of 

Health for England 

Ms Patricia Bellock, State 

Representative for Illinois and Director 

of Women in Government 

Mrs ņurĽa Adleġiļ, Deputy Prime 

Minister of the Government of the 

Republic of Croatia 

Some of the Summit Meeting Speakers: 
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The Pearl of Wisdom Cervical Cancer Prevention Awards 2010 

The Pearl of Wisdom Awards are given to recognise the people and organisations that have made 
exceptional efforts to prevent cervical cancer in their communities. The awards for January 2010 
were given at the Cervical Cancer Summit Meeting in the European Parliament. 

Mrs Glenis Willmott MEP 

Mrs Glenis Willmott receives the Pearl of Wisdom Award from Dr Philip 
Davies for her contributions to preventing cervical cancer in Europe as 
one of the founders of Politicians for Cervical Cancer Prevention and 
through her services as a Co-Chair of this group from 2006 to 2009. 
During this time, Mrs Willmott was instrumental in launching many 
initiatives both at the national level in England and at the European level 
through the European Parliament. Among the many initiatives that Mrs 
Willmott helped to create was the Cervical Cancer Summit Meeting that is 
now an established forum for delivering current and evidence-based 

information on cervical cancer prevention to the politicians of Europe.  

Bulgaria: the "STOP and GO for a Check-Up" Program 

Mrs Daniela Daritkova-Prodanova, MP for Bulgaria & Member 
of the Parliamentary Health Committee, Mrs. Daniela Pantova, 
Head of Cabinet for the Bulgarian Minister of Health and Mr 
Trifon Neshkov, Health Attaché in the Permanent 
Representation of Bulgaria to the EU, receive the Pearl of 
Wisdom Award from Mrs Marian Harkin MEP for the óSTOP and 
GO for a Check-Upô program. This program is a nationwide 
effort with the objective of improving the infrastructure, 
increasing the capacity and preparing the society for the 
establishment of population-based screening programmes for 
cervical, breast and colorectal cancers. To date, the project has 1) launched an educational 
campaign to raise awareness among the general public about screening for cervical, breast and 
colorectal cancers, 2) provided 50,000 Pap smears, 50,000 FOB tests and 200,000 mammograms, 
and 3) initiated the establishment of a national screening registry. 

Croatia: the "All for Her" Cervical & Breast Cancer Prevention Campaign 

The Vice-Prime Minister for the Republic of Croatia, Ms 
ņurĽa Adleġiļ, and the delegation from Croatia receive the 
Pearl of Wisdom Award from Mrs Marian Harkin MEP for the 
ñAll for Herò campaign. The primary objective of this project 
was to educate women about cervical and breast cancer 
prevention with a particular focus on the most disadvantaged 
women living in smaller Croatian cities that are known to 
have a higher risk for these cancers. A second objective of 
the campaign was to raise funds to establish a support 
centre for Women with cancer where they will be able to 
receive psychological counselling, health education and 
other forms of support to help them through their treatments.  
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Serbia: the DECENA Cervical Cancer Screening Pilot Program 

Dr Atila Ļengeri, Secretary of Health and Dr Zdravko Kosjerina, 

Deputy Secretary of Health for the Autonomous Province of 

Vojvodina, Dr Petar Novakovic, Chief of Gynaecology and Dr 

Jelka Rajovic, Gynaecologic Oncologist from the Oncology 

Institute of Vojvodina, and Dr Snezana Pantich Aksentijevic, 

Advisor to the Serbian Ministry of Health, receive the Pearl of 

Wisdom Award from Ms Edite Estrela MEP for the DECENA 

cervical cancer screening pilot program. This program was 

undertaken as a needs assessment for the implementation of 

an organised cervical cancer screening programme in AP 

Vojvodina and to start putting in place the elements required for its full-scale introduction including 

a database of examined women, effective communication channels between the various facilities 

and health professionals, CME programmes for health professionals and educational programmes 

for the general public. 

Ireland: The Cervical Cancer Prevention Awareness & Advocacy Program 2008-9 

Mr Niall Behan, Chief Executive of the Irish Family Planning 

Association and Ms Meghan Doherty, Policy & Advocacy 

Officer for the Irish Family Planning Association, receive the 

Peal of Wisdom Award from Mrs Marian Harkin MEP for the 

Irish Cervical Cancer Prevention Awareness and Advocacy 

Campaigns that they ran during the Cervical Cancer Prevention 

Weeks in 2008 and 2009. These advocacy campaigns were 

implemented to raise awareness of cervical cancer prevention 

among women living in Ireland and to advocate for the 

implementation of a high quality, national population-based cervical cancer prevention programme 

that would include public health education, cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination to 

maximise reductions in cervical cancer rates in Ireland. Both campaigns were highly successful as 

evidenced by the launch of the Irish national cervical cancer screening program and the recent 

announcement that a school-based HPV vaccination program will be initiated in September 2010. 

Poland: Implementation of a Population-Based Cervical Cancer Screening Program 

Mr Eugeniusz Grzeszczak, Secretary of State for the Republic 

of Poland, Prof Marek Spaczynski, Chief Executive, National 

Coordinating Centre for the Population-Based Cervical Cancer 

Screening Program, and the Polish delegation receive the Pearl 

of Wisdom Award for the implementation and development of a 

national population-based organised cervical cancer screening 

program in Poland. This award was given to acknowledge the 

hard work of Prof Marek Spaczynski and his colleagues at the 

National Coordinating Centre and the 16 Regional Coordinating 

Centres. It was also given to reward the recognition of the importance of population-based, 

organised cervical cancer screening together with good public health education and quality control 

at all levels of the program. 

 














































































































